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What does it mean to be a writer in our world? In this course, in-class writing will hone students’ writing craft, while presentations will explore issues important to writers (Access Copyright, contracts, etc), how writers actually survive (publishing, day jobs, etc). The genre-specific workshops — scripts, prose, poetry, and rewriting — benefit students, through both hearing their own work critiqued by their peers, and developing critical skill in the consideration of others' texts.


Students will participate actively in lively discussions in class and on line, inspired by the presentations and each other's work; active participation includes having finished the creative and critical assignment(s) in a timely manner, having read any material necessary, volunteering constructive comments, and listening carefully to each others' contributions.

Resources
The course uses Moodle extensively, so consistent, reliable access to a computer and the internet is essential.

Have a good desk dictionary at your disposal (i.e. Oxford or Webster), as well as a writing reference with a glossary (i.e. Rooke, Hacker, the MLA Handbook, etc.) and a writing text such as Anne Lamott’s Bird by Bird: Some Instructions on Writing and Life.
Evaluation

Your Writing (25%)
The heart of the course is the texts which you will write, and then bring to discuss with the members of your workshop group. Note: these texts must be written during the term. 

Every Monday you will bring to class 7 or 8 copies (one for each member of your group, and one for the prof) of your writing to be workshopped in class that week. The length of each week’s assignment will vary according to genre. You may NOT bring in work from your admission portfolio. (The only exception to this rule will be in the rewriting module at the end of term, and then you may only bring in work that has been significantly reworked.) Failure to do so will seriously affect your participation grade; “No print credit” is no excuse.
Final Portfolio (25%)
At the end of the course, you will hand in an 8 to 15 page portfolio of your best work from the course, 50% to 100% of which must have been workshopped in class. 


Between October 11th and 29th, students are expected to schedule a meeting, and meet with, the prof outside of class time to discuss their writing and the direction of their final portfolio. Expanded office hours will be scheduled to accommodate this. Failure to meet with the prof will result in a participation grade of zero.
Presentation (20%) 

Each student will sign up to give a 10-15 minute presentation on an assigned topic. Time yourself. Use visual aids and/or handouts where appropriate. 
If you miss your presentation, you will receive a grade of zero, unless you have warned the prof at least 24 hours in advance, and have a documented reason for your absence. In case of a class cancellation, the presentations scheduled for the cancelled day will take place at the next class. 

Peer Evaluation (10%)

At the beginning of the term the class will be divided into 4 semi-permanent workshop groups; these are the people with whom you will discuss your work. The groups will change on October 13 and November 10. 


After each group change, you will award each member of your prior group a mark out of 10, based on your evaluation of his or her contribution to the workshop. The final peer evaluation mark will be the average of all scores for that individual. 

Course Participation (10%)
Participation is evaluated on the basis of attendance, promptness, attention to the presentations (indicated by your willingness to respond with questions), preparedness (having the necessary copies for your workshop, handing assignments in on time, etc.), participating in Moodle discussions, etc. 

Failure to show for a meeting with the professor will result in a participation grade of 0%.
Workshop Response and Event Review (10%)  

On Oct 8, Nov 5 and Dec 8 you will hand in a 1-2 full page response to the critiques you undertook during this genre, in a proper essay form: typed, double-spaced, 12pt Times, regular margins, no spaces between paragraphs and using correct language.
The subject of these short assignments is your experience of the critiquing process; what you learned and from whom. Be specific; mention the titles and authors from your group that you choose to discuss in these papers, either positively (i.e. from X's comments, I learned to....) or negatively (from Y's story, I learned never to....). These papers should demonstrate the development of your critical "eye."

You must also attend one reading event or play production in Fredericton during the term, and write a 1-2 page review of the experience with the same formal criteria listed above. This must be handed in before Monday, Nov. 30.
Breakdown of Marks

Weekly Writing
25%

Final Portfolio
25%

Presentation
20%

Peer Evaluation
10%

Participation
10%

Critique/Event Review
10%

Late Work And Absences 

As responsible adults, it is up to students to keep track of assignments and due dates, which are clearly indicated on the course schedule.


Assignments are due at the beginning of the class period indicated. Extensions must be requested at least one day before the assignment is due; an Extension Form must be completed with the professor, and attached to the paper when it is handed in. 

Students who submit late written assignments for reasons beyond their control will not be penalized, particularly if they inform the instructor of their situation at least a day before the assignment is due. When appropriate, documentation of the need for an extended due date will be required. 
Presentations missed for legitimate, documented reasons, and with due notice given to the prof, will be rescheduled for as soon as possible (usually the next class). Those who miss their presentations without notice or documentation will receive a grade of "0".
Students who miss more than three classes will lose 1% from their grade for every subsequent missed class.
Expectations, Evaluation, Academic Misconduct

In the University Calendar there is a general Statement of Mutual Academic Expectations. Specifically for this class you will be expected to respect your fellow students, as well as your own education, by 

• having prepared the material scheduled for the day;

• being responsible for material that you may have missed;

• showing up on time with the necessary material for the class
• not preparing to leave before time; and 

• keeping in mind that this is a classroom, not a cafeteria or a lounge. 

Check out the University Calendar for an explanation of letter grades and GPAs, and for the rules governing academic misconduct. Plagiarism is the representation of someone else’s ideas, data, or opinions as your own. It is a serious form of intellectual dishonesty. University regulations on plagiarism and cheating will be strictly enforced. Please come see me if you have any questions about what constitutes plagiarism.

Letter / number grade equivalents for this course are as follows: 
A+
93-100%


A 
88-92.9%


A-
83-87.9%

B+
78-82.9%

B
73-77.9%

B-
66-72.9%

C+
63-65.9%

C
56-62.9%

C-
53-55.9%

D
50-52.9%

F
below 50%

