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A NEWSLETTER. for educators 1n Canada interested in writing and
reading / theory and practice. Issue #1. September 1982.
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This megwsletter 12 offered to educators in Can farum for |
intensiftying the relationship between theory ice in the |
nrocesses and pedagoglies of writing and  re wWill merve

Both informative and polemical funmctions.

Wee msmsums that itse readers--—most of  them
secondary  levels--zeelk to uwunderstand bette
(especially written lamguage) is  acquired, pror
We assume that & primary motive for acguiring
is to brimg it to bear to improve the tsachi
reading. Finally, we a=ssume that those who res
to) thie newsletter are i1nterested, more speci
mattert az these:!

n

research into language—use processes, ezpecially writing
and reading;

theories of reading and theoriss of composing, and
research into bothi

the history, nature, and uses of rhetoric:

discourse theory, discourse structure, discourse analwsis,
discourse Processess

cross disciplinary approachese to studvying the nature,
acquisitian, and uses of language and lamgusge
pProOCesses——aS, €.0.. contributions from linguistics,
sociolinguistics, psycholinguistics, text limguistics,
anthropology., philmsophy [as, 2.5, Speech Act Theorwv,
Ordimary Languaage philosophy, semioticsl, artificial
irmntelligence, developmental psyzhology, coaonitive

psychaology, and so on and oni

theories of, and research into, the processes of  reading
literature fas, E.0as reader-response Laffectivel
criticism and its theorstical underpinningsia
the rciles of language in learning and knowing.
In other wotrds——those this time of Chris Bullock of the Uniwersity
ot Glberta—-—-the subscribers to this newsletter will be "interested
in approsching writing and reading and literacy as sericus
zubjects of interest inm their own right, not just as “gproblasms” or

fodder for testing or objects of administrative ftechnigue™. They
will not "only want tao hear psp talks or iy




techniques" (Mike Moore of Sir Wilfrid lLaurier Univer=sity). Thew
will not give credence to pedagogical practices not scundly  and
explicitly grounded in the best of research and theory.
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This newsletter has besn & long time coming. Fuss Hunt (whose
primary interest 1= in reading) and I ftwhaose Drimary interest iz
itirmg) started talking about its possibility soms two or

= fter having attended and participeated in

tates. What happened was that the more

in the snergy of the "revoluticn' goling on Lhere

writing and reading / theory and pe the

re-——and frustrated--that the hest of v Lot

tle to raise theoretical and peda 1 tenpes
here 1n ow  Great White Academy. Educators c e, WE .
were not being alerted to the advances being made in theory and
practice in the States, England, and Auc+r 11d—~pr1mrr 1 :C =]
our two major professional journals, A LT.EL"s Enali
in Canada and C.C.T.E."= English Dnar+erl”3 were  (f

reascns) not actively engaged in seeking the changes =

to us to be needed. BEecause the only way we could find oo

our colleagues in other Canadian colleges and univesities

thinkirng and doing wazs to talk with them at American conferencss

we saw the need for a Canadian print forum that would allow us  to

mxchance information and ideas more efficiently and less
expensively.

Ironically and symptomatically, matters began coming to & head
lagt March in San Francisca, when a group of us again wished aloud
that we could communicate with one amother by som2 means that did
not involve crossing international borders. The actual decisiocn fo

launch the project was reached in July when seven conferses making
up a "Canadian Caucus" at the Wyoming Caonference on Freshman  and
Sophomore English gathered around a picnic table to talk about

what might be done. Their names: Chris Bullock (Albertz), ANNe
Greenwood (U.B.C. Russ Hunt (. T.U.3. David R91ter (Cariboo
College)., Jim R91ther (5. T.U.y, Susan Stevenson (U.EB.C.), and Kay
Stewart (Grant MacEwan Community Collegel. FDllDHlﬂg thiat
mesting, Fuss amd I sent out a letter, asking people for
suggestione and for names of people who might be t =t d
joininmg  such an enterprise. The response

extracrdinarily gratifving——and,  agsa ]“, svmptom

neweletter 1s being sent Lo more than seventy sduoca
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The next s=tep, as I see it, is to continus efforts to reach w1l
those in Canada who might share ouwr interests. I therefore as
vou to comtact  others youw think  might wish te participats, make
o names  and

pies of this newsletter and pass them on, and send me
szes of people you can’t directly reach. (Also, send  along
any address corrections that need making.]
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& this iz 2 newsletter-—-and a fledgli
suggestions reEgarding matters ;
es=ed, anncuncements  you wouwld like
d 11 to see covered, features
uded., Herse are some posaibilitiez )

ncorporate:

I internd to compille, with wyour

with experticse who could serve

that address idesas, knowledg

of conferences  worth ¢+tend1
C tudiess and =o on.

articlaez and =

recommendations. )

We will publish reviews of and A.Z ke 1ftems  on
those lists: ho are the reallwy tants?
What can we expect to find 1in whlch journal=s"?  Which
conferences should we attend? Which books and articles
should we read to help us ground cursslves in the best in
current theory and practice? (Fuss, on sabbatical leaw
this vear., studying at Indianae University, has promized 2
"gquick review'! of several "energizing articles"” he has
come across in the last couple of months. I urge vou to
write to me to offer your own reviews of and guides to
these thinmgs.)

You can xpect announcements of all kinds-—-of bookse and
articles forthcoming, 1f I"m told cof themi of issues of
jowrnals  that might have speclial relevance to  our
interestss: of conferences and meetings: of the
availability of wpertisel and =0 0Of. (Send vour

announcements. )

I selicit and will publish descriptions of writing and

reading programmes currently in oaperation or being
proposed or implemented in Canada—--or =lzewhere, if their
relevance is clear. What prokblems are they -trvying to
=0lve? How are they solving them? What theoretical

contexts govern their design? (Write to me.)

In the long rum, we intend to self-destruct: What we need

is a2 jownal, really, but we expect it will take & vear or
two to get one going. {What are wvour i1deas Ffor a
journasl ™)
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Im the meantime, perfiaps thi newslati
provoke meetings and conferences that wil
addreses the=e matters from a Canadian perspecii:
Canadian context.
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on, but I think it's time vou had a chance to
. Write. Eernd intormation, ideas, itemz to
a2t this newsletter into ite running shoe=s.

Ni=tile
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ish. Let™s
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1711 be taking on the primary editiog dutises for thisz yvear
can expect to hear regularly from Russ Hunt. His current
Tulip Tree House, Apt. Z1&, Bloomington, N 47401,
& list of subscribers in =ilther the mew! AN
that. Sometime before the @2nd of the yvesr
to zend me a few dollars to help defray the
this mewslettar. A month or so later (711 £ir

.
Nyone wWhose name [ recsive.
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Would vou like to ssrve as "reglonal correspendent"?  Let
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CUOHORT REFORT: Man Jdohnson (U.EB.C.) reports
Quarterly, according to Tom MacNeill (on= of EE° g
looking Hor more sbmissions relating to ocolleg
issues:  and (2) the co-chairs for both CCTE 1983
CCTE 198 {(Fredericton) are "interested in re:e:vifq
for themes, topics, speakers, etc., relevant to po
interests”. Space will allow only two addresses:

oom

Mary H. Maguire (co-chair CCTE 1983
Foom Z44 South

Faculty of Education

McBill University

o0 McTavish Street

Montreal, F.0. HZA 1YZ

FPauline MacKenzie {(co-chair CCTE 13984
I80 Prostect Street
Fredericton, N.EBE. EIZEB 3ZB9

HMan believes that the more suggestions thabt come from our

toc such matters. Sit down, write them cot, and send them.
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mes ~. Relther

Director of the Writing Programme
St. Thomas University
F

“edericton, MN.B. EZEB ORI
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. For the time being, Rowever, I711 sernd a

o lut
address!

W

guarter,
the better. I agree, and I add that I =zlsoc believe s newsletter
such as this carm g2rve as a clearinghouse for suggesticns relating
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