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COMMENTARY: Not l o n g  a g o  i t  w a s  f a s h i o n a b l e  t o  d i s m i s s  t h e  
l a b o u r s  o f  w r i t i n g  t e a c h e r s  on  t h e  g r o u n d s  t h a t  t h e y  r e a l l y  
d i d n ' t '  " b e l o n g  t o  a d i s c i p l i n e " .  What  w r i t i n g  t e a c h e r s  d i d  h a d  
n o  b a s e  i n  c r e d i t a b l e  r e s e a r c h ?  t h e o r y ,  m e t h o d o l o g y .  or s c h o l a r -  
s h i p .  T h i s  c r i t i c i s m  w a s  v a l i d  as  l o n g  a s  w h a t  w a s  c a l l e d  
" t e a c h i n g  w r i t i n g "  c o n s i s t e d  f o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t  o f  a n a l y z i n g  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  e s s a y s ,  p r e s c r i b i n g  f o r m s  a n d  m o d e s ,  a s s i g n i n g  
t h e m e s ,  a n d  w r i t i n g  s u c h  t h i n g s  a s  " f r a g " ,  " p u n c " ,  a n d  " d i c t "  i n  
t h e  m a r g i n s  o f  s t u d e n t  e s s a y s .  N o w ,  h o w e v e r ,  o n e  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  
t o  l o o k  f a r  t o  f i n d  e v i d e n c e  t o  p u t  t h e  l i e  t o  t h a t  t i r e d  o l d  
c h a r g e .  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t o  r a t t l e  o f f  t h e  t i t l e s  o f  
h a l f  -&-dozen  g e n u i n e 1  y  u s e f  u l - - " r e p u t a b l e " - - j o u r n a l s :  w e  c a n  
e a s i l y  name  s e v e r a l  i m p o r t a n t  b o o k s  a n d  a d o z e n  e x c e l l e n t  
a r t i c les :  a n d  w e  c a n  p r o v i d e  t h e  n a m e s  o f  f i f t e e n  or t w e n t y  
w i d e i y - p u b l i s h e d ,  h i g h l y - r e s p e c t e d  s c h o l a r s ,  r e s e a r c h e r s ,  a n d  
t h e o r i s t s .  T h e r e  i s ,  w e  c a n  s a y ,  a d i s c i p l i n e  o u t  t h e r e .  

B u t  I  w a n t  t o  p o i n t  s o m e t h i n g  o u t .  T h e  f l y e r  a d v e r t i s i n g  
t h e  M o n t r e a l  "SPRINGBOARDS 83", CCTE's  s i x t e e n t h  a n n u a l  
c o n f e r e n c e ,  f e a t u r e s  f o u r  k e y n o t e  s p e a k e r s - - J o h n  D i x o n  ( f o r m e r l y  
o f  B r e t t o n  H a l  1 )  , A l a n  P u r v e s  ( U n i v e r s i t y  o f  I l l i n o i s )  ? H a r o l d  
R o s e n  ! U n i v e r s i t y  o f  L o n d o n ) ,  a n d  A n d r e w  W i l k i n s o n  ( U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
E a s t  A n g l  i a )  - - p l u s  s i x  i n v i t e d  p a p e r s ,  b y  A n t h o n y  Adams 
( C a m b r i d g e  U n i v e r s i t y ) ,  D i a n a  D a v i s  (Monash  U n i v e r s i t y ) ,  I .  V. 

H a n s e n  ( U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M e l b o u r n e ) ,  G o r d o n  W e l l s  ( U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
B r i s t o l  ) , R o b e r t  E. S h a f e r  ( A r i z o n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y )  , a n d  D o n a l d  
G r a v e s  ( U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N e w  H a m p s h i r e ) .  T h a t ' s  a p r e t t y  i m p r e s s i v e  
list o f  n a m e s - - a m p l e  e v i d e n c e ,  s u r e l y ,  o f  t h e  g o o d  h e a l t h  o f  o u r  
d i s c i p l i n e .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  h o w e v e r ,  n o t  a s i n g l e  o n e  o f  t h o s e  
n a m e s  is t h a t  o f  a n  e d u c a t o r  i n  a C a n a d i a n  c o l l e g e  or ~ m i v e r s i t y .  
N o t  a s i n g l e  o n e .  A l o o k  a t  p r e v i o u s  CCTE c o n f e r e n c e  rosters 
s h o w s  p r e t t y  much t h e  same s a d  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s .  

W E  c a n n u t  b l a m e  CCTE c c r t f e r t n c ~  o r g a n i z e r s  f o r  t h i s .  T h e y  
m u s t ,  i f  t h e y  are  t o  c o n t i n u e  m o u n t i n g  a n  a n n u a l  c o n f e r e n c e ,  
f e a t u r e  h e a d i i n e r s  who are  l e a d e r s  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  How else are  
t h e y  o o i n g  t o  d r a w  t h e  l a r g e  n u m b e r s  o f  c o n f e r e e s  i t  t a k e s  t o  
m a k e  a c o n f e r e n c e  s u c c e e d ?  T h e i r  p r o b l e m  c a n  b e  s t a t e d  s i m p l y :  
O n l y  a t i n y  n u m b e r  o f  t h e  major s c h o l a r s ,  r e s e a r c h e r s ,  a n d  
t h e o r i s t s  i n  t h i s  d i s c i p l i n e  t e a c h  i n  C a n a d i a n  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  p r o b l e m  is more p r o f o u n d  t h a n  w h a t  h a s  s o  
f a r  b e e n  s u g g e s t e d  h e r e .  W e  c a n  more a c c u r a t e l y  s o u n d  i t s  d e p t h s  
i f  w e  l o o k  t h r o u g h  o u r  lists o f  j o u r n a l s ,  b o o k s ,  a n d  a r t i c les ,  o f  
s c h o l a r s ,  r e s e a r c h e r s ,  a n d  t h e o r i s t s ,  or i f  w e  l o o k  t h r o u g h  t h e  
last f e w  i s s u e s  o f  t h e  j o u r n a l s  m o s t  c o n s i s t e n t l y  u s e f u l  t o  u s .  
T h e  a m o u n t  u f  " C a n a d i a n  c o n t e n t "  w e  w i l l  f i n d  t h e r e  o u g h t  t o  m a k e  
u s  w o n d e r  w h e t h e r  t h e  s m a l l  n u m b e r  o f  i m p o k t a n t  a r t i c l e s  
p u b l i ' s h e d  b y  w r i t i n g  t e a c h e r s  i n  C a n a d i a n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a r g u e s  
t h a t  p e r h a p s  t oo  f e w  o f  u s  a r e  "a t  t h e  c u t t i n g  e d g e u - - a n d  t o o  
many o f  u s  m e r e l y  " a t  t h e  e d g e s u - - o f  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e .  



There i s  a d i s c i p l i n e  ou t  there.  There i s  an i d e n t i f i a b l e  
community o f  scholars s tudy ing language. 1 anguage processes, and 

,- language-acqui s i  t i  on processes. Their  research and scho larsh ip  
a re  c l e a r l y  en r i ch ing  t h e  pedagogies o f  those o f  us  who teach 
w r i t i n g .  The quest ion i s ,  a re  those of us  who teach w r i t i n g  i n  
Canadian i n s t i t u t i o n s  doing more than teaching w r i t i n g ?  Are we 
members of t h a t  community7 Do we share i t s  aims, problems, 
method01 og i  es? Can we number ourse lves  among the  scholars,  
researchers,  and t h e o r i s t s  i n  t h i s  d i s c i p l i n e ?  

J i m  Re i the r  (S.T.U.) 

CNewsletters belong as much t o  t h e i r  readers as t o  t h e i r  ed i to rs .  
I i n v i t e  you t o  submit your own essays ( l i m i t e d  t o  500-600 words, 
p lease) ,  s i m i l a r l y  addressed t o  issues r e l a t i n g  t o  " t he  s t a t e  of  
t he  pro fess ion" ,  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n  as CDMMENTARY.1 

< ~ .  , 
i 

k l though t h e  f i r s t  i ssue o f  t h i s  news le t te r  has been de l i ve red  t o  
over one hundred educators i n  Canada, a great  number of t h e  pres- 
en t  and p o t e n t i a l  members of t h i s  cummunity have ye t  t o  be 
reached. I urge you t o  mention the  news le t te r  t o  your co l l ea -  
gues; copy and pass i t  on t o  others.  Jus t  as impor tant ,  ask 
those ycu contac t  t o  n o t i f y  me so t h e i r  names can be added t o  our 
ma i l i ng  l i s t .  

"We a re  dea l l ng  w i t h  t h e  uses of l i t e r a c y ,  and my own concern i s  
w i t h  t h e  way language and experiences and l i f e  o f  our schools i s  
being fragmented i n  so many ways. O u r  cu r r i cu lum ought t o  be 
lnvo lved  w i t h  w r i t i n g .  speaking, and t a l k i n g  as h o l i s t i c  a c t i v i -  
t i e s .  To have a proper sense o f  how t o  w r i t e ,  you need a sense 
of t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between audience and w r i t e r .  To t a l k  we l l  
most of us, c e r t a i n l y  t o  s t a r t  wi th,  need a k i n d  o f  s o c i a l  
contex t .  " 

Jay Featherstone, a t  a conference a t  t h e  Reading 
Laboratory.  Harvard Graduate School of Education, i n  
V i s i b l e  bnqgaqe, Jo l .  X V I ,  no. 2 (Spr ing  1 9 8 2 ) ,  
112. 



A USEFUL BOOK: Erika Lindemann, A Hhetoric for Writinq Teachers. 
New York: Oxford University Press, 1992, 297 pp., $16.95. 

In Canada at present, beginning writing teachers are more 
likely than not to have had very little training in either the 
theory or the practice of. teaching writing. Lindemann's book 
attempts to provide such teachers not with a ready-made approach? 
but with materials which may set them on the road towards 
discovering their own approaches towards this area of teaching. 
To this end, it presents brief overviews of theories of . the 
cornporing process and of the fields of rhetoric, cognition and 
lingui stics: then follows a nuts-and-bolts discussion of teaching 
words, sentences and paragraphs, devising writing assignments.and 
designing writing courses. 

fi Ehetoric for 5t-L-g~~ Leathers is not going to excite the 
teacher experienced in this field: it presents no new paradigms, 
and, indeed, offers few syntheses of existing paradigms. Hut its 
theoretical overviews are up-to-date, and its practical advice 
takes full account of the writing-as-process and holistic- proce- 
dures in designing and evaluating assignments. For beginning 
writing teachers who can't find an advisor to introduce them to 
this field, or whose colleagues seem devoted to nothing but 
'correct usage', this book is a must. 

Chris Bullock (Alberta) 

CONSULTANTS: Only a few people filled out and sent in the "CON- 
SULTANTS" form that appeared in Insue #1. The range of expertise 
is encouraging--from the writing and.reading processes to socio- 
sernlotics, from peer tutors to course design, from medieval 
rhetorical theory to holistic and primary trait scoring--but the 
small number is not. I know there are many more among you who 
either have sufficient expertise to serve as consultants to the 
rest of us or who can recommend the names of others who have that 
expertise. I am running the "CONSULTANTS" form again this issue 
(you'll find it at the end of the newsletter). Please take the 
time to fill it out and send it in. 



. ~ 

LET'S-HAVE-AN-END-TO-UNWIELDY-TITLES CONTEST: Two people sent in 
submissions for the contest, offering some five or sic possibili- 
ties. - I'll choose among those, if I must, but I'd rather wait to 
get more submissions. I remind you: - I - ' - 11 - - send - - - 3 set pf eeght 
cpasfers (adygrfisLng gn accortment pf genuine German beers and 
stolen i r g p  genuine &sthausen pyer Wesf Germanyl ELUS 3 
brand n_e_w disposable yg-py: fp fh_e p_er_s_on _whp _s_uqgg_s.t_s ----- 
besf fitle ipy: fhLs n~wslettey~ are you really willing to settle 
for "W&R/T&P NEWSLFTTER"? 

COHORT REPORTS: Nancy Carlman (Department of Language Education, 
U.H.C., Vancouver V6T 1W;) wonders, "Would anyone . . . be 
interested in the Canadian Teacher Ed. newsletter I edit (quar- 
terly) for teacher-educators in reading, language arts, & h.8. 
English? If so, just . . . send his or her address to me and 
join CCTE." 

Chris Bullock (Alberta) sends 

I'm interested in contributing to a "post-secondary 
stream" at Montreal next May. What I had in mind was a 
presentation entitled "Theories of Composition, Theories of 
Man" which would try to sharpen our sense of the differing 
ideologies informing some of the composition texts we tend 
to use most often in our writing courses. It would also ask 
the question: are there some ideological approaches which 
sre more appropriate to the Canadian situation than others- 

But before I submit this proposal I'd be interested to 
know what other contributors in this area have in mind. so 
as to know whether we have a coherent "post-secondary 
stream" which can raise questions important for us not just 
next year, but in the years to come. 

[What dp other contributors have in mind? Let's use this 
newsletter as a clearinghouse for your proposals.1 

Mary H. Maguire !CCTE 1983, Montreal, Co-Chair; Faculty of Educa- 
tion, McGill HSA i Y 2 )  informs us that the CCTE program committee 
are trying to set aside blocks of time each day of the conference 
for matters relevant to post-secondary issues and problems. [We 
should not, obviously, let such an opportunity pass us by.] 



Pauline HacKenzie (Co-Chair CCTE 1984, Fredericton: 365 Prospect 
Street, Fredericton EX8 389)  will in the nect week or so be 
writing to invite the featured speakers--the daily "keynotersu-- 
for CCTE 1983. It's probably not too late, however, for you to 
submit names of people you think would make good headliners, 
since the odds are that one or more of those she invites will be 
unable to accept. Sometime within the nect month or so she will 
also be sending out invitations for other major speakers --the 
"invited papers". So far as I know, the preliminary list of 
potential invitees has not yet been completed. I urge you to 
write to her, or to me, to offer your suggestions. I know that 

pleased to hear your . 
ideas and suggestions. 

Finally, Richard W. C 

the proqram committee for CCTE 1984 would be 

ollier (Mount Royal Cc 

Jim Reither (S.T.U. ) 

sllege, Calgary) wrote 
to suggest "a small and generally unknown journal concerned with 
writing and the teaching of writing: Fforum is published two or 
three times a year out of The Writing Centre at the University of 
Michigan at Ann Arbor. The editor's name is Patricia Stock. The 
articles are short, often condensations of longer pieces in more 
vlsible journals, but are usually quite valuable in that they 
range from the very theoretical to the solidly pedagogical. Moct 
issues contain lengthy annotated bibliographies of books and 
articles dealing with composition." 

"Ideas are not essential forms, they occur in the process of 
achieving goals--as our goals chance so do the contents of our 
thought. Writing, because it involves goals over and above those 
of reflective thought. necessarily transforms our ideas. " 

David Galbraith. "The Effect of Conflicting Goals on - 

Writing: A Case Study," Visible Langguge, Vol. XVI, no. 
4 (198Cr), 364. 




