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ONE READER'S COMMENT, REMINDING U S  WHY WE HAVE THIS  NEWSLETTER: 

" A s  f o r  m e ,  I 'm n o  e x p e r t :  I  w a n t  t o  1::now how t o  t e a c h  
r e a d i n g  w r i t i n g  a t  a u n i v e r s i t y  l e v e l  s o  t h a t  I  c a n  d o  i t  
b e t t e r . "  

M.G.O. 

A  TECHNICAL NOTE: T h e  text o f  t h i c -  n e w s l e t t e r  i s  c o m p o s e d  a n d  
f o r m a t t e d  u s i n g  M i c r o P r o "  &r-d_-t_a_r_ o n  a n  ~ ~ ~ _ P e r s o n _ a L  C_W_o_m_eu_t_e_~ 
w i t h  1ZSK s y s t e m  SAW a n d  two d o u b l e - s i d e d  t d i s i  d r i v e s .  I t  
is p r i n t e d  o u t  o n  a n  Egspc M X B F \ I  p r i n t e r .  

I f  y o u  h a v e  (o r  h a v e  access  t o )  a n  I H M  PC, I ' d  1 i i : : e  t o  h e a r  
f r o m  y o u .  P e r h a p s w e  can  g e t  o u r  m a c h i n e s  c o m m u n i c a t i n g  w i t h  o n e  
a n o t h e r .  I h a v e  a modem, a l t h o u g h  I  don"  y e t  h a v e  i t  h o o k e d  u p  
a n d  r u n n i n g .  

NEWS FROM A  FAR-FLUNG CORRESPONDENT: 
"TWO 'ENERGIZING ARTICLES' " 

One  of t h e  t h i n g s  I ' v e  a p p r e c i a t e d  most s i n c e  I ' v e  b e e n  i n -  
v o l v e d  i n  a c a d e m i a  h a s  b e e n  t h e  o c c a s i o n a l  r ~ ~ o m f i e n d a t i o n  b y  a 
c o l l e a g u e  o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  b o o k  o r  a r t i c l e  w h i c h  t u r n s  o u t  t o  b e  
" e n e t - g i z i n g U - - t h a t  is, i t  r n 3 . k ~ ~  m e  g e t  u p  a n d  ta.i::e a walk:: h a l f  
way t h r o u g h  r e a d i n g  i t ;  i t  c a l l s  f o r  l a r g e ,  b l o c k - l e t t e r e d  com- 
m e n t s  i n  t h e  m a r g i n ;  i t  p r o d c ! c e s  p a c e s  o f  n o t e s ,  f u l l  o f  e : . :c lama-  
t i o n  p o i n t s ;  a n d  i t  r e o t - g n i z e s  m y  t h i n k i n g  s o  a5 t o  make m e  w a n t  
t o  g o  b a c k  a n d  r e r e s d  o t h e r  t h i n g s  i n  t h e  new l i g h t  i t ' s  s h e d  o n  
w h a t  I t h o u g h t  I a l r ~ a d y  [::new. 

I n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  r e a d i n g  i u l l  t i m e  f o r  t h e  p a s t  c o u p l e  o f  
m o n t h s  i n  t h e  new ( t o  m e ,  a t  l e a s t )  f i e l d  o f  r e a d i n g  t h e o r y  a n d  
i ts p o s s i b l e  i m p L i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  a t  t h e  
i n t r o d u c t o r y  c o l l e g e  l e v e l ,  I'VE f o u n d  a h a l f - d o z e n  s u c h  a r t i -  
c l e s .  N o t  a l l ,  i t ' s  c l ea r ,  w o u l d  b e  e n e r g i z i n g  t o  s o m e o n e  who 
w a s n ' t  i n  my u n i q u e  p o s i t i o n - - s o m e o n e ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  who h a d  n o t  
r e c e n t l y  r e a d  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  r a n g e  o f  t h i n g s  I h a d  j u s t  f i n i s h e d  
a t  t h e  moment .  A c o u p l e ,  t h o u g h .  m i g h t  w e l l  exc i te  many p e o p l e  
c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  same k i n d s  o f  b r o a d  i s s u e s  o f  l i t e r a c y  a n d  
l s n g u a q e  l e a r n i n g  t h a t  I ' v e  b e c o m e  p r e o c c u p i e d  w i t h  o v e r  t h e  l a = &  
f e w  y e a r s .  

Here, i n  t h e  h o p e  t h a t  t h e y  m i g h t  b e  " e n e r g i z i n g "  t o  s o m e  o f  
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m,y co l leaguec ,  a r e  reccmmendatlons of two  such a r t i c l e s  I found 
r e c e n t 1  y. 

Hand J. S p i r o ,  a  r e a d i n g  resea rche r  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
I l l i n o i s  Center  f o r  t h e  Study o f  Reading. has f o r  some yea rs  been 
assoc ia ted  w i t h  t h e  group t h e r e  work ing  on "schema t h e o r y " .  He 
has a f t e n  p u b l i s h e d  i n  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  R i cha rd  C. finderson; 
t h e i r  best-known c o l l a b o r a t i o n  was t h e  e d i t i n g  o f  t h e  15'77 
School L ~ Q  ang t t ~ g  A c g u i s i t i m n  p i  Knowledne ( E r l  baum) . L a s t  - s p r i n g  ~ p i r o ,  whose p r i m a r y  i n t e r e s t  a r e  i n  c o g n i t i v e  psychology,  
pub1 i shed "Long-Term Comprehension: Schema-based Versus 
E : : p e r i e n t i a l  and E v a l u a t i v e  Unders tand ing"  ( P o e t i c s  11:1 [March 
19821, 77-86) . 

I n  i t ,  S p i r o  argues t h a t  many o f  t h e  problems encountered i n  
a p p l y i n g  schema t h e o r y  t o  " r e a l - w o r l d "  r e a d i n g  a r i s e s  f rom t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  most r e z d i n g  resea rch  i n v o l v e s  v e r y  s h o r t  t e s t s  and 
d r a s t i c a l l y  1  i m i t e d  p e r i o d s  o f  t ime .  P s y c h o l o g i c a l  researchers ,  
he a s s e r t s ,  have f a i l e d  t o  cons tder  t h a t  p rocess ing  over l o n g e r  
te rms  may be as d i f f e r e n t  f r om s h o r t - t e r m  p r o c e s s i n g  as long- term 
memory i s  d i f f e r e n t  f rom sho r t - t e rm .  S p i r o  goes on t o  suggest  
some of  t h e  ways i n  which a  " l o g i c a l "  model, l i m i t e d  t o  " in fo rma-  
t i on -p rocess ing " ,  i s  i nadequa te  t o  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  which seem t o  
accompany our r e a d i n g  o f  t e x t s  such as  h i s  e::ample, Joyce7s "The 
S i s t e r s " .  (Longer- term p rocess ing ,  he says, i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h e  r e a d i n g  o f  l i t e r a r y  t e x t s . )  

More g e n e r a l l y ,  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  what r e a l l y  m a t t e r s  t o  r e a d i n g  
i s  t h e  i::ind o f  t h i n g  t h a t ' s  a l r e a d y  i n  t h e  r e a d e r ' s  head b e f o r e  
he s t a r t s  g e n e r a t i n g  meanings i s  o b v i o u s l y  an i m p o r t a n t  one i f  
y o u ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  unders tand t h e  r o l e  p l a y e d  i n  t e a c h i n g  b y  p re -  
concep t ions  about  l i t e r a t u r e  and b y  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  c o n t e x t s  
i n  which l i t e r a t u r e  can be--and i s - - r ead  and t augh t .  T h i s  i s  an 
e s p e c i a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  concern when we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  unders tand  n o t  
j u s t  how peop le  comprehend, b u t  how t h e  a f f e c t i v e  d imension f i t s  
i n t o  t h a t  camprehension. An i n p o r t a n t . d i f f i c u l t y  w i t h  schema. 
t h e o r y  i n .  accoun t ing  f o r  t h e  r e a d i n g  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  has been t h a t  
i t  has seemed i ncapab le  o f  a l l o w i n g  f o r  a f f e c t i v e  o r  emot iona l  
response. Any h i n t  t h a t  t h a t  may change seems bn e x c e p t i o n a l l y  
i n t e r e s t i n g  idea.  

S p i r o  i s ,  however, n o t  y e t  i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  t a k e  i n t o  
account  many o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  k i n d  of r e a d i n g  appro- 
p r i a t e  t o  l i t e r a r y  t e x t s  which I c o n s i d e r  most impo r tan t - - f o r  
i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  t y p i c a l  doubleness o f  p e r c e p t i o n  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  
r e a d e r ' s  awareness o f  b o t h  n a r r a t o r  and au thor ,  o r  b o t h  p a t t e r n  
and s u b j e c t ;  i n  o t h e r  words, a l :  t h e  c o m p l e x i t y  o f  what Seymour 
Chatman would c a l l  t h e  " d i s c o u r s e  l e v e l "  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  
" s t o r y  l e v e l " .  Even so, i t  seems t o  me h i s  a r t i c l e  r e p r e s e n t s  a  
d ramat i c  case o f  a  spark  jumping ac ross  t h e  na r row ing  gap between 
two p r e v i o u s l y  unconnected--and o f t e n  even h o s t i l e - - d i s c i p l i n e s .  

It i s  per l iaps e q u a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  t h i t  S p i r o - - u n l i  ke many 



e m p i r i c a l  r e s e a r c h e r s - - d o e s  n o t  i g n o r e  t h e  p n s c i b i l i t y  t h a t  
l i t e r a r y  s t u d i e s  may h a v e  s o m e t h j n g  i m p o r t a n t  t o  o f f e r  c o g n i t i v e  
s c i e n c e ,  a s  well a s  t h e  o t h e r  way ' r o u n d :  

T h e  i s s u e  o f  l o n g - t e r m  c o m p r e h e n s i o n  n o t  o n l y  i l l u s t r a t e s  
some o f  t h e  1 i m i t a t i o n s  o f  s c h e m a  t h e o r y  f o r  a c o m p l e t e  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t e s t - p r o c e s s i n g  ( e s p e c i a l l y  l i t e r a t u r e ) ,  
b u t  a l s o  shou r s  how t h e  s t u d y  oQ l i t e r a t u r e  ( w h i c h  i s  n o t  
s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  c o n s t r a i n t s  o f  t h e  l a b o r a t o r y  t e x t s )  may 
c o n p l  e m e n t  e x p e r i m e n t a l  s t i ~ d i e s  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a 
g e n e r a l  t h e o r y  o f  t e x t - p r o c e s s i n g .  (P. 8 4 .  ) 

F e r h s p s  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  a r t i c l e  r e p r e s e n t s  w h a t  
may w e l l  b e  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  a major r e t h i n k i n g  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n  
t o  " r e a l - w o r l d  r e a d i n g "  o f  s c h e m a  t h e o r y  as  i t  h a s  b e e n  o u t l i n e d  
o v e r  t h e  1st f e w  y e a r s ,  a n d  i t ' s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  m e  
t h a t  S p i r o - - w i t h  h i s  b a c k g r o u n d  a n d  t r a i n i n g - - s h o u l d  b e  o n e  o f  
t h e  p e o p l e  d o i . n g  t h a t  r e t h i n l . : : i n g .  

t i .  

P.n a r t i c l e  I f o u n d  e : : c l t i n g  i n  q i t i t e  a d i f f e r e n t  way is 
M i c h a e l  S t e i g ' s  r e v i e w  o f  f o ~ ~ r  b o o k s  a b o u t  r e a d e r - r e s p o n s e  c r i t i -  
cism i n  t h e  F e b r u a r y  1982 g p l i e q e  EEq~~~h ( " R e a d i n g  a n d  M e a n i n g , "  
4 4 : 2 ,  187-189): T h r e e  o f  t h e  b o o k s  a re  o f  c e n t r a l  i m p o r t a n c e  i n  
t h i s  most r e c e n t  i a n d ,  I  t h i n k ,  m o s t  p r o m i s i n g )  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  
l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m ,  a n d  h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e m  is o f  a 1::ind 
w h i c h  i t  seems t o  m e  may i n v i t e  many l i t e r a t u r e  t e a c h e r s  n o t  
e s p e c i a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  l i t e r a r y  t h e o r y  (o r ,  i n  f a c t ,  a c t i v e l y  
h o s t i l e  t o  i t  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  r e c e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t s  l i k e  p o s t s t r u c -  
t u r a l i s m ,  d e c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  a n d  so f o r t h )  t o  t a i : e  a s e r i o u s  l o o k  a t  
t h i s  new set  o f  i d e a s .  I n  p a r t ,  t h i s  is b e c a u s e  o f  S t e i g ' s  
a p p r o a c h :  h e  b e g i n s  b y  o u t 1  i n i n g  h i s  own " t h e o r e t i c a l  d e v e l o p -  
~ ~ e n t "  f r o m  a l e s s - t h a n - f  u l l  y - s e l f  - c o n s c i o ~ t s  e m b r a c e r  o f  N e w  
C r i t i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s  t o  a b e l i e v e r  i n  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  t h e  
r e a d e r  is t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  o f  t h e  c o m p l e x  o f  e l e m e n t s  a v a i l a b l e  
t o  t h e  s c r u t i n y  o f  s c h o l a r s ,  c r i t i c s ,  t e a c h e r s ,  a n d  r e a d e r s .  H i s  
p i l g r i m a g e  i s  o n e  t h a t  mzny n t h e r  t e a c h e r s  h a v e  f o u n d  t h e m s e l v e s  
6n i n  t h e ' l a s t  f e w  y e a r s ,  a n d  c o m p a n y  a l o n g  t h e  r o a d ,  as  Chacrcer  
u n d e r s t o o d ,  i s  a g o o d l y  t h i n g .  

S t e i g ' s  s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  b a s i c  p r o b l - e m s  p o s e d  b y  t h e  t h r e e  
bool : : s  m o s t  d i r e c t l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  r e a d e r - o r i e n t e d  c r i t i c i s m  
( S t a n l e y  F i s h ' s  &s There 5 Lext La kt115 C l a s s ?  a n d  t w o  i m p o r t a n t  
a n t h o l o g i e s - - I &  R e 2 , d e r  cn khg Iext; E s s a v s . L n  t h p  C o n t e m n p r a r y  
R h e t o r i c  gf R e a d i n g ,  e d i t e d  b y  S u s a n  S u l e i m a n  a n d  I n g e  C r o s m a n ,  
a n d  R e a d e r - R e s e o n s e  C r i t i c i s m :  Et-pm Eprmdgsq t p  P o s t - S t r u c t u t - 1  
d i z g l  e d i t e d  b y  J a n e  T o m p k i n s )  i s  c lear  a n d  d i r e c t .  P r o b l e m s  
l i } e  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  w h i c h  many s e l f - s t y l e d  r e a d e r - r e s p o n s e  c r i t i c s  
'&re i n  r e a l i t y  c o n c e r n e d  o n l y  w i t h  t e x t s  a n d  t h e  " i d e a l "  r e a d e r s  
t h o s e  t ex t s  i m p l y ,  2 n d  t h e  o p p o s e d  extreme--critics who are c o n -  
c e r n e d  o n l y  v r i t h  i n d i v i d u a l  r e a d e r s  as human b e i n g s ,  a n d  h a r d l y  
w i t h  r e a d i n g  a t  al l--are f a c e d  s q u a r e l y ,  b u t  w i t h o u t  u s i n g  t h e m  
a s  a n  e x c u s e  f o r  d i s m i s s i n g  t h e  f i e l d  a s  a w h o l e .  I n d e e d ,  I  
t h i n k  S t e i . g 7 s  r e v i e w  m a k e s  as  g o o d  a s h o r t  i n t r o d u c t i o n  a s  1 7 v e  



found t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  q u e s t i o n s  r a i s e d  b y  t h e  movement, ?.nd a l s o  
c o n s t i  t u t e s  a  use f  u1 f ocus ing  of t h e  i s s u e s  f o r  a  reader  who i s  
a l r e a d y  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  t h e  b a s i c  ideas .  

I n  a  way, each of t hese  a r t i c l e s  r f p r e s e n t s  a  s t e p  toward  a  
s y n t h e r i s  f rom one o f  two opposed e:.:tremes--Spire's f rom t h a t  o f  
r i g i d l y  e m p i r i c a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and S t e i g ' s  f r om t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  
humanist  pa rzd igm o i  1  i t e r a r y  s t u d i e s  toiuard a gt-eatet- a t t e n t i o n  
t o  prob lems o f  o b s e r v a t i o n  and neasurement. The impending 
c o l l i s i o n  may be  j u s t  a   minor t r a f f i c  a c c i d e n t ,  o r  i t  nsy  be t h e  
k i n d  of  genu ine " b i g  bang" o u t  o f  which a  u n i v e r s e  a r i s e s ;  w e ' l l  
have t o  w a i t  t o  see. E i t h e r  way, a l l  o f  u s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s  
f i e l d  w i l l  be  p a r t  o f  i t .  

R u s s e l l  A. Hunt 
E n g l i s h  Department 
I n d i a n a  U n i v e r s i t y  
B laomington,  I N  47405 

NEWS FROM THE FROVINCES 

ALBERTA. ------- C u r r e n t  -------- Research: A t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of A l b e r t a ,  Tom 
Gee's (Secondary Educa t i on )  FhD- in-progress i s  1ool::i ng a t  
r e v i s i o n  i n  s t u d e n t  w r i t i n g  i n  a u n i q u e  format :  p r o v i n c i a l  
g rade  12 exams i n  which s t u d e n t s  were encouraged t o  p repa re  
t h e i r  essays on t h e  l e f t  hand s i d e  o f  answer shee t s  and 
w r i t e  t h e i r  f i n i s h e d  essays on t h e  r i g h t  hand s ide .  fil so, 
Rob in  A. Smi th  (Secondary Educa t i on )  r e c e n t l y  completed an 
MEd u s i n g  a  body o f  work f r om f i r s t - y e a r  s t u d e n t s  i n  a  u n i -  
v e r s i t y  r emed ia l  program t o  t a b u l a t e  t h e  w r i t i n g  problems o f  
'poor '  w r i t e r a  and assess t h e  f r equency  w i t h  which s p e c i f i c  
prob lems occur .  find Joseph Be lange r ' s  FhD, completed i n  
197E, found,  i n  a  schoo l  sample, no c o r r e l a t i o n  between 
im3t-ovement o f  r e a d i n g  s.nd improvement o f  w r i t i n g  s k i  11 s. 

W r i t i n g  Courses: The E n g l i s h  Department a t  t h e  U n i v ~ r -  - - - - - - .- - - - - - - 
s i t y  of A l b e r t a  o f f e r s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  w r i t i n g  courses:  Eng. 
214, W r i t i n g  f o r  Eng inee r i ng  S tuden ts ;  Eng. 290, The C r a f t  
o f  i 4 r i  t i n [> ;  Eng. 307, Essay k ' r i  t i n g  f o r  Educa t i  on Students ;  
Eng. 308, Advanced Essay W r i t i n g  f o r  Educa t i on  S tuden ts ;  
Eng. 309, E: :pos i to ry  W r i t i n g  ( f u l l  y e a r )  ; Eng. 540, Theory 
and P r a c t i c e  o f  E x p o s i t o r y  W r i t i n g - - t o g e t h e r  w i t h  s e v e r a l  
c r e a t i v e  w r i t i n g  cources.  

The F ' r es i den t ' s  Committee on T e s t i n g  and Semedia t ion  
t e s t s  incoming  s t u d e n t s  i n  a l l  f a c u l t i e s  excep t ,  a t  p resen t .  
A g r i c u l t u r e ,  Eng ineer ing ,  and Rehab. Medic ine,  and f a i l i n g  
s t u d e n t s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  t a k e  t-emedis.1 w r i t i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n  



( a b o u t  3) h o u r s  p e r  t e r m )  o f f e r e d  b y  t h e  C o r r ~ m i t t e e .  
A v e r y  f e w  o t h e t -  w r i t i n g  c o u r s e s  are o f f e r e d  o n  c a m p u s ,  

e . g . ,  C I V  E  5i:lI:~ ( C i v i l  E n g i n e e r i n g  R e p o r t  W r i t i n g .  

C h r i s  B u l l o c k  

COHORT REPORTS 

I a n  F r i n g l e  ! L i n g ~ t i s t i c s ,  C a r l e t o n ) ,  h a s  two v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  
a n n o u n c e m e n t s  f o r  u s .  T h e  f i r s t  is t h a t  " t h e  t h i r d  a n d  l a s t  
c o l l e c t i o n  o f  p a p e r s  f r o m  t h e  1 9 7 9  CCTE c o n f e r e n c e  [ t h i s  o n e  
e n t i t l e d  L e a r n i n a  t p  Write: Eirsf I - g n g ~ a o e / S e c a n d  L g n g u a g e ,  e d .  
F r e e d m a n ,  P r i n g l e ,  a n d  Y a l d e n l  is a b o u t  t o  a p p e a r .  T h i s  i s  ~ p t  
b e i n g  p u b l i s h e d  b y  CCTE, b u t  r a t h e r  b y  Longman ,  i n  E n g l a n d ;  
a n y o n e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  c o p i e s  s h o u l d  o r d e r  i t  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  b a o k -  
se l le r .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  f o c u s  is n o t  s o  e x c l u s i v e l y  o n  t h e  p o s t -  
s e c o n d a r y  l e v e l  as  i t  is i n  R e i n v e n t c n q  the F&etori .cal  I r a d i t i o n ,  
I t h i n k  m o s t  o f  t h e  b o o k  w i l l  a p p e a l  t o  t h o s e  w i t h  . . . s e r i o u s  
i n t e r e s t  'n w r i t i n g .  . . . ISBN 0-582-55'71-7." [Here's a list 
of t h e  a u t h o r s  i n  t h e  v o l u m e :  B r i t t o n ,  B e r e i t e r  a n d  S c a r d a m a l i a ,  
W i d d o w s o n ,  G r a v e s ,  W i l k i n s a n ,  t:::irby a n d  K : a n t o r ,  O d e l l ,  K i n n e a v y ,  
E a p l a n ,  Kameen ,  Witte, B e n n e t t ,  M a r t i n ,  D i x o n ,  S q u i r e ,  W i n t e r o w d ,  
J o h n s o n ,  R a i m e s .  H o w  c a n  t h e  b o o k  m i s s ?  J . A . H .  I 

CCTE p l a n s  t o  p u b l i s h  a m o n o g r a p h  ser ies ,  a n d  I a n  h a s  b e e n  ,.. . ~.. 

a p p o i n t e d  g e n e r a l  e d i t o r .  H e n c e  h i  s s e c o n d  a n n o u n c e m e n t :  " I  ~~. , .. #. 

w o u l d  1 :  t o  i n v i t e  y o u r  r e a d e r s  t o  s u b m i t  p r o s p e c t u s e s  f o r  
s h o r t  m o n o g r a p h s  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  b y  CCTE. T h e  p r o s p e c t u s  
s h o u l d  e x p l a i n  i n  s o m e  d e t a i l  t h e  c o n t e n t ,  t h e  p r o j e c t e d  a u d i -  
e n c e ,  t h e  a p p r o x i m a t e  d a t e  b y  w h i c h  a c o m p l e t e d  m s  c o u l d  b e  
r e a d y .  T h e  g e n e r a l  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  m o n o g r a p h s  are t h a t  t h e y  m u s t  
make  s o u n d  r e s e a r c h  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  p r a c t i s i n g  t e a c h e r s ;  t h e  i.::ind 
o f  l e n g t h  w e  h a v e  i n  mind  is b e t w e e n  40 a n d  120 p a g e s  o f  p r i n t .  
( T h e  N C T E . r e s e a r c h  r e p o r t s  m i g h t  b e  a g o o d  m o d e l . )  T h e  p r c c e d u t - e  
f a r  h a n d l i n g  p r o s p e c t u s e s  is as fo l l ows :  t h o s e  t h a t  I j u d g e  t o  
b e  p r o m i s i n g  I w i l l  b r i n g  t o  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n s  c o m m i t t e e  f o r  
r e v i e w .  T h e  p u b l i c a t i o n s  committee may t h e n  a s k  t o  see a com- 
p l e t e  m a n u s c r i p t .  I f  t h a t  is a c c e p t e d  b y  t h e  p c b l i c a t i c n s  com- 
mit tee,  t h e  committee w i l l  r e commend  t h a t  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  a u t h o r i z e  
p u b l i c a t i o n ,  a n d  i f  i t  d o e s  s o ,  CCTE w i l l  p u b l i s h  i t ,  d i s t r i b u t e  
i t  i n  C a n a d a  a n d  t r y  t o  a r r a n g e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  t h e  U.S., t h e  
U.1:::. a n d  A u s t r a l i a . "  

A n d r e a  L u n s f o r d  (U.H.C.! s u g g e s t s  t h a t  w e  m i g h t  c o n s i d e r  f o r m i n g  
team.? o f  c o n s u l t a n t s  who w o u l d  t r a v e l  t o  s c h o o l s  f o r  o n l y  t r a v e l  
e x p e n s e s .  T h e  A m e r i c a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  bJPA ( W r i t i n g  P r o g r a m  Admin- 
i s t r a t o r s )  h a s  o r g a n i z e d  s u c h  teams, a n d  t h e  c o n c e p t  seems t o  b e  
w o r k i n g  w e l l  f o r  t h e m .  S h e  w o n d e r s  i f  a n y o n e  among t h e  r e a d e r s  



of t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  would have i d e a s  about  how t o  f und  such a  p ro -  
gram. 

[Given t h e  good response I ' v e  been g e t t i n g  w i t h  t h e  "Consul- 
t a n t s  form" ,  t h e r e  appears t o  be enough e x p e r t i z e  he re  i n  Canada 
t o  a l l o w  us  t o  p u t  t o g e t h e r  such teams. (See my v e r y  b r i e f  " r e -  
p o r t " ,  on t h e  l a s t  page o f  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r . )  J.A.R.3 

Mary Magui re  ( D i r e c t o r  o f  S tuden t  Teaching, M c G i l l ;  Co-Chair, 
CCTE 1983, M o n t r e a l )  has s e n t  a l o n g  some good news: " I r e n a  
CGerych, Co-Chair, CCTE '831 and I do n o t  e n v i s i o n  s o l v i n g  ' t h e  
Canadian s c h o l a r s  problem' by one conference:  however, we w i l l  
t r y  t o  do our b i t  t o  en.sure t h a t  Canadian s c h o l a r s  a r e  
approached, i n v i t e d  t o  p resen t  a t  t h e  conference and i n  
p a r t i c u l a r  si lch o p p o r t u n i t y  i s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  work ing 
a t  t h e  p o s t  secondary area.  There w i l l  be a d e f i n i t e  pos t  
secondary s t r a n d  r u n n i n g  t h rough  t h e  conference.  H o p e f u l l y ,  we 
w i l )  see some p o s i t i v e  r e s u l t s  and more invo lvement  a t  t h e  p o s t  
secondary area. 

"To b r i n g  you up t o  d a t e  on t h e  con fe rence  t h u s  f a r :  t h e r e  
a r e  some a d d i t i o n s  t o  our  l i s t .  The f o l l o w i n g  Canadians have - 
agreed t o  p resen t  

Donald Gut te t - idge 
B ryan t  F i l i o n  
John Stevens 
Dav id  Doai::e 
Michael  B r i s t o l  

John Os te r  
C a r l  Hraun 
Ann F o r e s t e r  
James Montgomery 
Rober t  E racewe l l  

We c e r t a i n l y  hope t o  see ' l o t s '  mare." 

And she adds: "We a r e  v e r y  open t o  whatever you C i .  e., 
W%:R/T&F' News1 e t t e r  I would 1  i ke t o  do.. . . do t e l l  us how we can 
be 5 u p p o r t i v e  t o  W&R/T&P. " 

[Looks l i k e  the b a l l ' s  i n  o u r  c o u r t ,  f o l k s . 1  

P a t r i c k  D i a s  ( D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  i r ! r i t i ng   enter, M c G i l l )  suggec-ts 
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  as p o s s i b l e  sess ions  a t  CCTE: 

1. A f orcrtn f o r  secondary school  teachers .  
2. A bus iness  meet ing o r  adver t i sement  f o r  a meet ing  f o r  

peop le  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  W&R/T&P a t  e i t h e r  t h e  p o s t  second- 
a r y  o r  a l l  l e v e l s .  And, 

3. An i n f o r m a t i o n  sess ion  on r e a d i n g  and w r i t i n g  approaches 
/programmes i n  Canada. 

[Thanks t o  Nary Magui re  f o r  send ing P a t r i c k ' s  i d e a s  a long.  
F 'e rsona l l y ,  I p d  l i k e  t o  see b o t h  7. and 3. occur.  With r e g a r d  t o  
#3: I w i l l  d e s c r i b e  t h e  t h e o r y  and p r a c t i c e  o f  t h e  S.T.U. Writ- 



i n g  Programme--a course bo th  unique and innovat ive ,  no t  on l y  i n  
i t s  p r e c i s e  combinat ion o f  assignments and methods, b u t  a l s o  i n  
i t s  ob jec t i ves .  Who w i l l  j o i n  me, t o  descr ibe  h i s  o r  her  course? 
( I n  a n inety-minute session we cou ld  descr ibe  no more than two, I 
t h ink . )  NOTICE: The dead l ine  f o r  proposals  i s  coming f a s t :  
January 7, 1783. J. A. R. I 

STRANGE . TURNS, EH? Our co l league a t  Concordia, Har ry  H i l l ,  
r e l a t e s  t h a t  Concordia has i n s t i t u t e d  a w r i t i n g  requirement--at 
t h e  insistence of the  students: 

Concordia U n i v e r s i t y  Senate has made the  s i t t i n g  of a t e s t  
i n  "competence i n  w r i t t e n  express ion"  ( c a l l e d  the  u n i v e r s i t y  
Wr i t i ng  Tes t )  iriandatory f o r  a l l  graduates, beginning i n  Sep- 
tember 193.3. 

Th is  has been i n  t h e  wind f o r  some years, as va r ious  
committees and task fo rces  s tud ied  t h e  problem of  i l l i t -  
eracy. So much committee work: went i n t o  t h e  study of  
l i t e r a c y  wh i l e  i l l i t e r a c y  increased t h a t  f i n a l l y ,  n ine  
months ago, t h e  Students' Associat ion produced a r e s o l u t i o n  
demanding t h a t  a  compulsory w r i t i n g  t e s t  be i n s t i t u t e d  i n  
order- t o  q u a l i f y  f o r  graduat ion. 

The t e s t  i s  simple, thanks t o  t h e  he lp  of t h e  Educa- 
t i o n a l  Test ing Services i n  P r ince ton?  whose t o p i c s ' f o r  t h e  
New Jersey Col lege Entrance Board have been c a r e f i ~ l l y  con- 
s t r u c t e d  over years of considerat ion.  Gertrude Conlan of  
ETS heads t h e  Test Development Department, and her h o l i s t i c  
grading p r a c t i c e  shows t h a t  7,000 20-minute w r i t i n g  t e s t s  
can be graded by 41:) graders i n  t r m  days accu ra te l y  and 
r e l i a b l y .  

Students a t  Concordia are  asked t o  w r i t e  3Ci0-500 words 
on a t o p i c  chosen from a se t  o f  f o u r  or f i v e .  

The t e s t  has been g iven severa l  t r i a l  runs a t  Concor- 
dia,  and has rece ived much p u b l i c i t y :  

"CONCGRDIA WILL SET UP TESTS FOR LITERACY--AT STUDENTS' 
REQUEST" (Montreal Gazette? October 6 t h )  : 
"WHY NOT BE LITERATE?" f edi  t o r i  a1 , Mcntreal g~.~3~~~7 
October 7 t h )  ; 
"MUtdTREAL UNIVERSITY TO SET LANGUAGE TEST" (Toronto 
Stat-, October 6 t h ) ;  and 
"CGNCORDIA FIGHTS ILLITERACY" ( 1 %  C.lshz &pd_ t*,a_TL, 
October 7 t h ) .  

The g i s t  of these a r t i c l e s ,  and t h e  g i s t  of t h e  fac ts ,  i s  
t h a t  new students w i l l  have t o  pass t h e  t e s t  be fore  
r e c e i v i n g  a degree. The Students"ssociat ion made t h e  
p o i n t  t h a t  a  " s i g n i f i c a n t  p ropo r t i on  of graduates remain 
f u n c t i o n a l l y  i l l i t e r a t e  even a f t e r  t h ree  years o f  s tudy a t  
t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  l e v e l "  and expressed a des i r e  t o  make sure 
t h e i r  degrees had some value. 

The student  newspaper, Ih_g gave prominent 
coverage t o  t h e  t e s t  week: a f t e r  week, w i t h  head l ines  such as 
"CAN STUDENTS READ AND WRITE?": "TESTS HAVE TWOFOLD EENE- . 
FIT":  "ENGINEERING STUDENTS GIVE THE UNIVERSITY WAITING 



TEST ITS F I R S T  DRY RUN". 
blhether o r  n o t  t h i s  means some k i n d  o f  r e t u r n  t o  con- 

s e r v a t i s m  i n  t h e  s t u d e n t  body, t h e  move i s  a  good one t h a t  
t e l l s  us something about  our teach ing .  The message o f  t hese  
s t u d e n t s  who have made Concord ia  spend t h e  money on t h i s  
t e s t  (about  which mere i n f o r m s t i o n  w i l l  be fo r thcoming  as 
t h e  t r i a l  r u n s  p r o v i d e  p roper  and u s e f u l  i n f o r m a t i o n )  i s  
c l e a r :  whatever d i s c i p l i n e  we a r e  i n ,  teach  us  how t o  
express o u r s e l v e s  i n  i n k .  

Persons i n t e r e s t e d  i n  r e c e i v i n g  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  t e s t  and t r i a l - r u n  
r e s u l t s  shou ld  w r i t e  t o  

H a r r y  J. C. H i l l  
Coo rd ina to r  o f  Composi t ion Courses 
E n g l i s h  Department 
7141 Sherbrooke St .  West 
Concord ia  U n i v e r s i t y  
Mont rea l ,  Euebec H48 1% 

UPDATE O N  READERSHIP: T h i s  t h i r d  i s s u e  of WZL?/TW w i l l  go t o  I14 
peop 1  e. I cannot  e s t i m a t e  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which t h a t '  number 
r e p r e s e n t s  our t o t a l  p o t e n t i a l  r e a d e r s h i p ,  b u t  my guess i s  t h a t  
t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  o t h e r s  he re  i n  Canada who share out- i n t e r e s t s  and 
concerns b u t  who have n o t  y e t  heard of o r  seen t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r .  
I t h i n k  we shou ld  c o n t i n u e  t o  t r y  t o  r each  t hose  people:  t h e y  a r e  
v a l u a b l e  t o  us, and we can be v a l u a b l e  t o  them. Here 's  a  rundown 
on our  numbers, p r o v i n c e  by  p rov ince :  

A l b e r t a  ............... 25 Nova S c o t i a .  ............ S 
B r i t i s h  Columbia ...... 15 O n t a r i o  ................ 17 
Mani toba ............... 5 P.E.1 ................... 1 
Id-w St-unswici::. ........ 13 Quebec ............... . .26 
Newfoundland.. ......... I:) Saskatchewan... ......... 8 

F'lease c o n t i n u e  t o  do whatever you can t o  b r i n g  WEcR/TLP t o  t h e  
a t t e n t i o n  o f  c o l l e a g u ~ s  who might  f i n d  i t  u s e f u l  o r  s t imc ! la t ing .  
The l a r g e r  our  numbers, t h e  b e t t e r  our  chance o f  s u r v i v a l  and 
success. Anyone who ca res  about  language, language processes: 
language-use processes, language a c q u i s i t i o n  i s  a  p o t e n t i a l  
reader .  O r ,  more s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  

--anyone who teaches w r i t i n g  and knows t h e r e ' s  more t o  i t  
t h a n  t e l l i n g  s t u d e n t s  about  t o p i c  sentences,  c o r r e c t  usage, and 
methods of development; 

--anyone who teaches l i t e r a t u r e  and knows t h a t  h i s  o r  h e r  
s t u d e n t s  a r e  m iss ing  something i f  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  t h a t  r e a l l y  
m a t t e r s  i n  t h e  c lassroom i s  t h e  l i t e r a r y  a r t i f a c t :  

--anyone who t r i e s  t o  make c-ense--through resea rch )  s c h o l a r -  
sh ip ,  t h e o r i z i n g - - o f  what happens and what i t  means when peop le  
use language, a c q u i r e  language, make sense w i t h  language. 



T e a c h e r s ,  r e s e a r c h e r s ,  s c h o l a r . ; ,  t h e o r i s t s - - t h e y  are 3.11, i t  
seems t o  m e ,  p o t e n t i a l  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  we are  t r y i n g  t o  
c rea te .  

* : * : *  

" P r e s e n t - d a y  i n v e n t i o n  a n d  p r e - w r i t i n g  t e c h n i q u e s  . . . a s s u m e  
t h a t  s t u d e n t s  n e e d  t o  d i s c o v e r  s o m e t h i n g  t o  wri te  a b o u t ,  w h i c h  
i m p l i e s ,  t h a t  t h e y  m u s t  f e e l  m o t i v z t e d  t o  wr i t e  b e f o r e  t h e y  are 
m o t i v a t e d  t o  s a y  c i o m e t h i n g .  b e f o r e  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  a w r i t i n g  
s i t u a t i o n  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  t h e  n e e d  t o  s a y  s o m e t h i n g .  b!e s e n d  
s t u d e n t s  i n  s e a r c h  o f  s o m e t h i n g  t o  i n t e n d ,  t h e n ,  as i f  i n t e n t i o n  
i t s e l f  w e r e  s u b j e c t  t o  f r e e  c h o i c e . "  

J o h n  T. Gage. " T o w a r d s  a n  E p i  s t e m c i l o ~ y  o f  Compos i  t i o n ,  " 
J o u r n a l  GO_ Advanced_  C o m ~ o s i t i o n ~  11, 1 ?r 2 (1931), 2 .  

CONSULTANTS: I  now h a v e  a f i l e  o f  t w e n t y - f i v e  CONSULTANTS. T h a t  
1.5 g o o d .  . We know who y o u  are. i4ha t  is n o t  g o o d  i s  t h a t  n o n e  o f  
t h e  n a m e s  i n  t h e  f i l e  h a s  came r e c o m m e n d e d  by s o m e o n e  who h a 5  
s e e n  t h e s e  e x p e r t s  a t  work:: a l l  are  p e o p l e  r e c o m m e n d i n g  t h e m -  
s e l v e s .  So, I 'm r u n n i n g  t h e  COhlSULTANTS f o r m  o n e  more t i n e ,  b u t  
t h i s  t i m e  I 'm s t r e s s i n g  t h e  n e e d  f o r  y o u  t o  s e n d  m e  n a m e s  a n d  
a d d r e s s e s  o f  p e o p l e  who ( 1 )  t e a c h  i n  C a n a d i a n  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  a n d  
(21 ' a v e  t a u g h t  y o u  i m p o r t a n t t h i n g s  a b o u t  w r i t i n g  a n d  r e a d i n g /  
t h e o r y  a n d  p r a c t i c e .  
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