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DANCING WU L I  MASTERS 
AND 

WRITING AND HEADING TEACHERS 

' A  l a s t e r  i s  soreoae xho s t a r t e d  b ~ t o r e  f o e  did.' ( A 1  Chaog-liaog B u a o q ,  l ' a i  C h i  f a s t e r )  

Gary Zukav, i n  The Dancinq Wu L i  Masters:  An Overview o f  t h e  New 
F'hysics, (Bantam Hooks, 1 9 7 9 ) ,  t e l l s  o f  d i s c o v e r i n g  t h a t  

A Master teaches essence. When t h e  essence i s  perce ived,  
he teaches what i s  necessary t o  expand t h e  pe rcep t i on .  
The Wu L i  Master does n o t  speak o f  g r a v i t y  u n t i l  t h e  s t u -  
dent  s tands  i n  wonder o f  t h e  f l o w e r  p e t a l  f a l l i n g  t o  t h e  
ground. He does n o t  speak o f  laws u n t i l  t h e  s tuden t ,  o f  
h i s  own, says, "How s t r a n g e !  i drop  two s tones  s imu i -  
taneous ly ,  one heavy and one l i g h t ,  and b o t h  o f  them reach  
t h e  e a r t h  a t  t h e  same moment!" He does n o t  speak o f  
mathematics u n t i l  t h e  s tuden t  says, "There must be a way 
t o  express t h i s  more s imp ly . "  (Pp. 7-8.) 

" I n  t h i s  way," Zukav says, " t h e  Wu L i  Master dances w i t h  h i s  
s tuden t .  The Wu L i  Master  does n o t  teach,  b u t  t h e  s tuden t  l ea rns .  
The Wu L i  Master a lways beg ins  a t  t h e  cen te r ,  a t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  
mat te r . "  (F. 8 . )  

. ~ .. 
W i thou t  acknowledging what i s  happening, Zukav h i m s e l f  demon- . . . . 

~. 
s t r a t e s  a few l i n e s  l a t e r  t h e  Wu L i  Mas te r ' s  a r t ,  s l i p p i n g  
( a p p a r e n t l y  unawares) f rom two-step i n t o  wa l t z .  He suggests t h a t  
"one o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p h y s i c i s t s  o f  a l l ,  A l b e r t  E i n s t e i n ,  was 
perhaps a  W u  L i  Master " !  and he c i t e s  as  ev idence t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
words o f  t h a t  g r e a t  master:  

"Fhys i ca l  concepts  a r e  f r e e  c r e a t i o n s  o f  t h e  human mind, 
and a r e  no t ,  however i t  may seem, u n i q u e l y  d e t e r n i n e d  b y  
t h e  e x t e r n a l  wor ld .  i n  our endeavor t o  unders tand r e a l i t y  
we a r e  somewhat l i k e  a  man t r y i n g  t o  unders tand t h e  
mechanism o f  a  c l o s e d  watch. He sees t h e  f a c e  and t h e  
tmoving hands, even hea rs  i t s  t i c i : : i ng ,  b u t  he has no way o f  
opening t h e  case. I f  he i s  i ngen ious  he may fo rm some 
p i c t u r e  o f  a  mechanism which c o u l d  be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a l l  
t h e  t h i n g s  he observes, b u t  he may never  be q u i t e  s u r e  h i s  
p i c t u r e  i s  t h e  o n l y  one which cou ld  e x p l a i n  h i s  observa- 
t i o n s .  He w i l l  never be a b l e  t o  compare h i s  p i c t u r e  w i t h  
t h e  r e a l  mechanism and he cannot  even imagine t h e  poss i -  
b i l i t y  o f  t h e  meaning o f  such a  comparison."' (P. 8 . )  

Accord ing t o  Zukav, then,  masters s t r i v e  t o  teach  essences; b u t  
accord ing  t o  E i n s t e i n ,  we do n o t  a c t u a l l y  have access t o  t h o s e  
essences. 

It seems t o  me t h a t  W u  L i  Wasters and w r i t i n g  and r e a d i n g  
t eache rs  share t h i s  c e n t r a l  dilemma. We "know" t h e r e  a r e  es- 



s e n c e s ,  a n d  w e  s t r i v e  t o  t e a c h  t h e m  t o  o u r  s t u d e n t s ,  b u t  w e  c a n  
a c t u a l l y  o n l y  g u e s s  a t  w h a t  t h o s e  e s s e n c e s  are.  W e  s e e  o u r  
s t u d e n t s '  w r i t i n g  ( s n d  o u r  s t u d e n t s  w r i t i n g  a n d  r e a d i n g ) ,  b u t  we 
h a v e  n o  way o f  s e e i n g  b e y o n d  t h e s e  s u r f a c e s .   ramm mar, t h e  l a w s  
oi l a n g u a g e ,  a n d  r h e t o r i c  are p r e c i s e l y  l i k e  m a t h e m a t i c s ,  t h e  
l a w s  o f  p h y s i c s ,  a n d  g r a v i t y :  t h e y .  a r e  a l l  " f r e e  c r e a t i o n s  o f  
t h e  human m i n d " .  T h e y  a r e  n o t  o u t  t h e r e  t o  b e  d i s c o v e r e d ;  w e  
" i n d w e l l  t h e m "  ( a s  M i c h a e l  F o l a n y i  s a y s )  a n d  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e m .  

W e  "know" t h e m - - b u t  o u r  k n o w i n g  is t a c i t ,  p e r s o n a l ,  i n a r t i c u l a t e .  
When a l l  is  s a i d  a n d  d o n e ,  l i k e  t h e  Wu L i  Masters o u r  o n l y  
l e g i t i m a t e  c la im t o  a u t h o r i t y  is t h a t  w e  s t a r t e d  b e f o r e  o u r  
s t u d e n t s  s t a r t e d .  

Z u k a v  g o e s  on  t o  s a y ,  "Most p e o p l e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  p h y s i c i s t s  are 
e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  w o r l d .  Some p h y s i c i s t s  e v e n  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  b u t  t h e  
Wu L i  Masters know t h a t  t h e y  are o n l y  d a n c i n g  w i t h  i t . "  (P. 8.) 
J u s t  so w i t h  w r i t i n g  a n d  r e a d i n g  t e a c h e r s :  P e o p l e  may b e l i e v e  
-,,-.A , ,L w e  are  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  w o r l d .  Scmo nf u s  may e v e n  b e l i e v e  

t h a t ,  b u t  o u r  Wu L i  Masters know w e  a re  o n l y  d a n c i n g  w i t h  i t .  

Jim R e i t h e r  (STU) 

T h e o r i s t s  a n d  t e a c h e r s  o f  c o m p o s i t i o n  who are a l s o  b a r g a i n  
h u n t e r s  may b e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  some i n e x p e n s i v e  b u t  e x c e l l e n t  
j o u r n a l s  a n d  c o n f e r e n c e s .  T h e  W r i t i n s  I n s t r u c t o r ,  p r o d u c e d ,  b y  
t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n g l i s h ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  S o u t h e r n  , C a l i f o r n i a ,  L o s  
f i n g e l e s  90007, i n v i t e s  a r t i c l e s  d i r e c t e d  t o w a r d  new t e a c h e r s  o f  
c o m p o s i t i o n ,  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  e n c o u r a g e s  s u b m i s s i o n s  f r o m  new 
t e a c h e r s  a n d  g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s .  T h e  t h r e e  i s s u e s  I h a v e  s e e n  
h a v e  i n c l u d e d  e x c e l l e n t  o v e r v i e w s  o f  r e s e a r c h  a s  w e l l  a s  
p r a c t i c a l  a p p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h a t  r e s e a r c h .  S u b s c r i p t i o n  p r i c e  o f  
35.00 (U.S.)  is w e l l  w o r t h  i t ;  w r i t e  t o  E l s p e t h  S t u c k e y  a t  USC 
f o r  more i n f o r m a t i o n .  

T h e  E h e t o r i c  R e v i e w ,  e d .  T h e r G s a  E n o s ,  E n g i i s h  D e p a r t m e n t ,  
S o u t h e r n  M e t h o d i s t  U n i v e r s i t y ,  Dal las ,  TX 75275, is  a n o t h e r  new 
j o u r n a l  t h a t  i s  a l r e a d y  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a s o u n d  r e p u t a t i o n .  T h e  
f i r s t  i s s u e  f e a t u r e d  work  b y  Edward  P. J .  C o r b e t t ,  M i c h a e l  
H a l l o r a n ,  D o n a l d  S t e w a r t ,  a n d  F r a n k  D ' A n g e l o ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a f i n e  
l o n g  e s s a y  b y  J i m  C o r d e r  c a l l e d  " S t u d y i n g  R h e t o r i c  a n d  T e a c h i n g  
S c h o o l " .  T h e  s e c o n d  i s s u e  is d u e  o u t  s o o n ;  a s u b s c r i p t i o n  is 
$6.00 (U. S. ) . 

An o l d e r  j o u r n a l  t h a t  is s t i l l  v e r y  i n e x p e n s i v e  (83.00 
C U . S . 1  p e r  y e a r )  is F r e s h m a n  E n q l i s h  N e w s ,  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  t h e  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n g l i s h ,  T e x a s  C h r i s t i a n  U n i v e r s i t y ,  F o r t  W o r t h  
76129. O v e r  t h e  p a s t  f e w  y e a r s ,  t h i s  j o u r n a l  h a s  p r o d u c e d  many 
o u t s t a n d i n g  a r t i c l e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  major i s s u e - l e n g t h  e s s a y s  b y  J o h n  
Warnocl:  a n d  W i n s t o n  W e a t h e r s .  FEN i s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  g r a d u a t e  



students f o r  on ly  $2.00 (U.S.) a  year, making i t  one of t h e  
b igges t  bargains on the  market. 

F i n a l l y ,  t he  Journal  o f  Hasic Wr i t i nq ,  produced by the  
I n s t r u c t i o n a l  Resource Center, 535 East 60th S t ree t ,  New York 
10021, has publ ished some of the  most impor tant  a r t i c l e s  on bas ic  
w r i t i n g  s ince  i t s  i ncep t ion  several  years ago. I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  
t h e  e a r l y  i ssue  on ERROR i s  a  c l a s s i c .  Subsc r ip t i on  p r i c e  of 
65.00 (U.S.) f o r  t h i s  j ou rna l  has brought me much f i n e  reading 
t h i s  pas t  year. 

S t i l l  t he  best  buy f o r  t h e  money, though, i s  s u r e l y  t h e  NCTE 
Comprehensive Membership. Rather than pay separate subsc r i p t i on  
fees f o r  Col leqe Enol ish,  Col leoe Composition and Communication, 
Research i n  the  Teachino of  Enqlish, etc.,  as I used t o  do, I now 
pay on ly  one yea r l y  Comprehensive Fee ( l a s t  year i t  was 890.00 
CU.S.11. Th is  b r i ngs  me every  j o u r n a l  publ ished by NCTE as we l l  
as "Councilyrams", an exce l l en t  news le t te r  w i t h  summaries o f  news 
i tems r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  teaching of  English.' I n  add i t i on ,  I rece i ve  
a  copy o f  every new book publ ished by NCTE--all f o r  t h e  one fee. 
The Comprehensive Membership has saved me money, and g r e a t l y  
s i m p l i f i e d  my bookkeeping. I recommend i t  h igh ly .  

Many Canadian teachers are  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h ~  Wyoming 
Conference on Freshman and Sophomore Engl ish,  h e l d  every summer 
on t h e  campus of t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wyoming i n  Laramie. This  con- ,. .. 

. .  . 
fe rence prov ides  a  week of  workshops, seminar presentat ions,  and . ~ .  ~ ~ . ,  

l e c t u r e s  f o r  an extreme1 y  low p r i c e ,  which inc ludes  accommoda- 
t i o n s  on campus and even f ive-days'  worth o f  meals. The 
Conference fea tures  t h ree  major Consultant-Speakers as we l l  as 
many o ther  presenters,  and prov ides an exce l l en t  means of  keeping 
up w i t h  t h e  profess ion.  P a r t i c i p a n t s  are  i n v i t e d  t o  present 
ta lk:=,  so everyone can j o i n  i n  t h e  fun. I n q u i r i e s  regard ing  t h e  
1985 Conference, t o  be he ld  from June 27 - J u l y  1, should be 

' addressed.to A r t  Simpson, Eng l ish  Department, U n i v e r s i t y  of 
, Wyoming, Laramie 82071. Th is  conference i s  a  convenient one f o r  

us i n  Western Canada t o  at tend. 

Those i n  t h e  East might consider a t tend ing  the' new 
Pennsylvania S t a t e  Freshman Eng l i sh  Conference, he l d  f o r  t h e  
f i r s t  t ime l a s t  year. According t o  r e p o r t s  f r o m  those present,  
t h i s  conference was very s t i m u l a t i n g  and worthwhi le,  and i t ,  l i k e  
t h e  Laramie conference, i s  r e l a t i v e l y  inexpensive t o  at tend.  
Next summer t h e  conference i s  planned f o r  J u l y  5-8; i n q u i r i e s  
should be d i r e c t e d  t o  Professor Betsy Brown, Eng l i sh  Department, 
Pennsylvania S ta te  Un i ve r s i t y ,  U n i v e r s i t y  Park 16602/ 

Both the  Wyoming and Pennsylvania S ta te  conferences can be 
attended f o r  graduate c r e d i t ,  which makes them p a r t i c u l a r l y  
va luab le  f o r  graduate students o r  new teachers. And bes t  o f  a l l ,  
they o f f e r  remarkable va lue f o r  t h e  money. 

Andrea Lunsf o rd  (UBC) 



CONSULTANTS: A REPORT. I r e c e i v e d  a  l e t t e r  t h e  o t h e r  day which 
sa id ,  i n  p a r t ,  "Any i n f o r m a t i o n  about your w r i t i n g  program would 
. . . be g r e a t l y  apprec ia ted .  We a r e  c u r r e n t l y  i n  t h e  t h r o e s  o f  
revamping a  t e s t i n g  p rocess  f o r  new s tuden ts .  as w e l l  as a  s e r i e s  
o f  r emed ia l  compos i t i on  c lasses.  " E a r l i e r ,  l a s t  f a l l ,  H a r r y  Hill 
(Concord id)  had w r i t t e n  t o  say t h a t  he t w i c e  t r a v e l l e d  t o  
P r i nce ton ,  New Jersey,  t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  t h e  Educa t i ona l  T e s t i n g  
S e r v i c e  on t h e  problems o f  des ign ing  and g r a d i n g  a  competency 
t e s t  (and n e a r l y  a  year ago t h e  Concordia E n g l i s h  Department had 
b rough t  i n  someone f rom another  u n i v e r s i t y  t o  conduct  a  day-long 
workshop on t h e  problems o f  t each ing  w r i t i n g  and des ign ing  
w r i t i n g  programmes). Here a t  STU we have wanted t o  b r i n g  i n  an 
e x p e r t  who cou ld  e v a l u a t e  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  our  w r i t i n g  pro-  
gramme ( I  even t a l k e d  i n f o r m a l l y  t o  James Kinneavy and L e s t e r  
Fa ig ley - - two  o i  t h e  team o f  people  a t  t h e  Uni.verr; i ty n f  Texas a t  
A u s t i n  who a r e  conduc t ing  a  massive s t u d y  i n t o  t h e  problem of 
e v a l u a t i n g  w r i t i n g  programmes--to see i f  t h e y  w o u l d b e  w i l l i n g  t o  
send someone up t o  h e l p  us  o u t ) .  T h i s  l i s t  of i n s t a n c e s  o f  t h e  
need f o r  h e l p  " f rom t h e  o u t s i d e "  cou ld  go on, b u t  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  
enumerate would o n l y  be labour  a  p o i n t  t h a t  p r o b a b l y  d i d  n o t  need 
making i n  t h e  f i r s t  p lace .  No m a t t e r  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  our own 
e x p e r t i s e ,  we a l l  know t h e  va lue  o f  f r e s h  p e r s p e c t i v e s  and ideas.  

I t  is t h e r e f o r e  g r a t i f y i n g  t o  p resen t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e p o r t  on 
responses t o  t h e  "CONSULTANTS FORM" which r a n  i n  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r ' s  
f i r s t  t h r e e  i ssues .  

That  f o rm  brought  tremendous response. I now have a  f i l e  o f  
t h i r t y - s i x  consu l tan ts - -peop le  who vo lun tee red  t h e i r  own 
e x p e r t i s e  o r  recommended t h e  e x p e r t i s e  o f  someone e lse .  T h i r t y -  
s i x  c o n s u l t a n t s ?  r e p r e s e n t i n g  n i n e  p rov inces :  A l b e r t a  ( 4 ) ,  
B r i t i s h  Columbia ( I Z ) ,  Manitoba (I), New Erunswick ( 3 ? ,  Nova 
S c o t i a  (I), O n t a r i o  t 9 ) ,  P r i n c e  Edward I s l a n d  (I), Quebec ( 2 ) ,  
and Saskatchewan ( 2 ) .  

Here, then,  i s  a  l i s t  o f  t h e  areas of e x p e r t i s e  ( i t ' s  a  l ong  one, 
so s e t t l e  i n  f o r  a  r e a d ) :  

Advanced / I n t e r m e d i a t e  Composi t ion ( 2 )  

B i l i n g u a l  Educa t ion  ( 1 )  

Communication Theory ( 1 )  
Course Design--Composition ( 5 )  
Course Desi gn--ESL ( 1) 
C r i t i c a l  Apo loge t i cs  ( 1 )  

Developmental / Remedial W r i t i n g  and Reading ( 1 )  

E d i t i n g  f o r  P u b l i c a t i o n  ( 2 )  
E l o c u t i o n  and Voice P r o d u c t i o n  (1 )  
ESL--Teaching ESL W r i t i n g  ( 5 )  
ESL--Testi ng ( 1  ) 



Evaluation of Writing ( 4 )  

Figurative Language (1) 

Language Gt-ts--Theory of ( 1 )  
Language Learning ( 1 ) 
Lexicology (1) 
Linguistics / Linguistic Theory (3 )  
Literacy and Literary Values (1) 
Literacy "Crisesw--Sociology of (1) 
Literature--Theory of Teaching (2) 

Northrop Frye, Literature, and Education (1) 

Sne-to-One Conferences and Tutoring ( 6 )  

Philosophy of Education (1) 
Polanyi (Michael) and the Teaching of Writing (1) 
Practical Writing ( 1 )  
Process-Centered Pedagogy: Reading--Theory and Practice (2) 
Process-Centered Pedagogy: Writing--Theory and Practice (6 )  
Programme (Writing) Design (1) 

Reading--Psychology of (1) 
Reading Process ( 4 )  
Reading Process--French (1) 
Revision--Theory and Practice ( (2) 
Rhetoric--History of (1) 
Rhetoric--Practice of ( 2 )  
Rhetoric / Stylistics (1) 

Scorlng--Holistic (2) and Primary Trait (1) 
Second-Language Composition--French ( 1 )  
Semantics--Linguistics (1) 
Semiotics (2) 

Teachrr Training--especially re: Teaching Writing (2) 
Technical Writing (2) 
Testing ( 2 )  
Testing--ESL (1) 

Whole Language Theory, and Teaching Reading ( 1 )  
Whole Languag~ Theory, and Writing in the Literature 

Classroom ( 1 ) 
Writing Developrtent--t:: through Maturity ( 1 )  
Writing Process--Theory and Teaching ( 7 )  
Writing Ski 11s--Lecturing about (5) 

Not only, then, is there interest: there is an identifiable (and 
at least partially identified gt-oup of people who can learn from 
one another and teach one another; and we are another step closer 
to community. What's needed now is to organize and make avail- 
able the expertise we have among us. I (and others) will try to 



contact members of the executive of the American Council of 
Writing Program Administrators, to see what we can learn about 
how they organize their teams of consultants. I have proposed a 
session for W % R / T W  at CCTE Montreal--SPRINGBOARDS 8.3. If that 
session is allowed, one item we will want to discuss is ways to 
organize, publicize, and finance increased sharing of our 
experience and knowledge. 

In the meantime . . . (1) I will send names and addresses of 
consultants to anyone who writes to request them. Just specify 
the area(s) of expertise required. Once you get the names it 
will be up to you to make your choices and do your negotiating. 
And (21, if you would be interested in being a "coordinator of 
consultants", please write. We need a small group of people who 
will maintain files, investigate sources of funding, and provide 
clearing-house services for those who would wish to benifit from 
the expertise of one or mo;? of our consultants. 

Jim Reither (STU) 

* * COMMENTARY * * 

McGill University's Faculty of Education offers a writing course 
called Effective Written Communication. The course, with appro- 
priate adjustments, is taught to graduate and undergraduate 
management students, electrical engineering students, education 
students, and, in two open sections, to students from a variety 
of other faculties. Every Friday morning during the school year, 
those who teach the course meet to grapple with course management 
details and issues ranging from grading policy to course objec- 
tives. The following commentary concerns one of our most 
persistent Friday morning topics: course evaluation. 

Our first commitment has been to a creative translation of con- 
temporary writing theory into day to day classroom practice. Our 
course is based on a process approach to writing instruction. We 
teach pt-oblem-solving strategies +or writing and frequently 
assign case studies which provide a variety of audiences and pur- 
poses fur writing. Also, our students keep a journal which is 
submitted weekly. We believe that what we are doing improves our 
students' writing. However, we are feeling an increasing need to 
evaluate our instructional practices and the current theories on 
which they are based. 

Aside from our own curiosity, there are two reasons for this. 
~ir-st, we believe that practical applications in any field should 
be guided by theoretical principle= and that those principles 
should be subject to constant reassessment in practice. Theory 
divorced from practice becomes dogma, and practice without theory 
becomes mere gimmickry. Second, we sense that budget conscious 
administrators and justifiable calls for accountability will 
inevitably require us to provide proof of our effectiveness. 



While we a t  McGi l l  are convinced t h a t  what we do improves our 
s tudents '  w r i t i n g ,  t h e  evidence cons i s t s  o f  i n t u i t i o n ,  hunch, and 
in formal  observat ion. Can we convince o the rs  w i t h  such " s o f t "  
evidence? 

For instance, because w e  be l i e ve  t h a t  t h e  express ive mode f o s t e r s  
t h e  development of  w r i t i n g  a b i l i t y ,  we r e q u i r e  our students t o  
submit weekly j ou rna l  e n t r i e s  and we spend cons iderab le  t ime 
responding t o  them. Unfor tunate ly ,  we have no documented 
evidence of the  j o u r n a l ' s  usefulness. I s  t he re  a  t r a n s f e r  f rom 
t h e  expressive language o f  the  jou rna l  t o  t h e  t r ansac t i ona l  lan-  
guage of o ther  assignments, as we be l i eve?  I f  so, i s  i t  a  
p o s i t i v e  t r ans fe r?  S i m i l a r l y ,  our c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  a  s tudent 's  
w r i t t e n  work should be t r ea ted  as communication and no t  as f lawed 
a r t i f a c t  causes us  t o  respond ex tens ive ly  t o  each assignment. Do 
the  s tudents read our remarks and, if they do, what d i f f e r e n c e  
does i t  make? We a re  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  t ime  we spend per student 
pays o f f  and j u s t i f i e s  our c l ass  s i z e  of approximately twenty- 
f i v e  students, bu t  t o  those concerned w i t h  t h e  so-cal led "bottom 
l i n e " ,  where i s  t h e  proof  o f  our cos t  e f fec t iveness? 

Th is  problem of a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  i s  one we a l l  face. We know the re  
i s  no panacea, no foo l -p roof  cu r r i cu lum f o r  w r i t i n g .  Many of us 
be l i eve  a  process approach which s t resses  response t o  s tudent  
w r i t i n g  i s  t h e  bes t  method f o r  developing w r i t i n g  a b i l i t y .  We 
know t h a t  a  product approach t o  w r i t i n g  lends i t s e l f  t o  l a r g e r  
c lasses as we l l  as a sequent ia l  and seemingly more s t r uc tu red  
curr icu lum, bu t  we have seen the  monster t h a t  t h a t  approach can 
create:  t h i s  week t h e  sentence, next  week t h e  paragraph, t h e  
week a f t e r  t h a t  t h e  essay. Wr i t i ng  i s  n o t  a  s k i l l  made up of 
d i s c r e t e  s u b - s k i l l s  which can be taught  separa te l y  and out  o f  
context.  Therefore, we must g i ve  proof  t h a t  what we do he lps  our 
students grow as w r i t e r s .  Fur ther ,  we must demonstrate t h a t  t h e  
p rac t i ces  and procedures we employ r e a l l y  do improve w r i t i n g  i n  
the  best  poss ib le  way. 

For con f i rma t ion  of our e f fec t i veness ,  Eng l ish  teachers have 
always r e l i e d  on i n t u i t i o n  and t h e  observat ions and a n ~ c d o t e s  
shared w i t h  col leagues. I am no t  arguing t h a t  we should cease 
t h i s  method of s e l f  eva lua t ion .  Nor am I suggest ing t h a t  w r i t i n g  
i n s t r u c t o r s  i n i t i a t e  complex s t a t i s t i c a l  analyses o f  every th ing  
they  do i n  the  classroom. What I am making a  case f o r  & re  s imply  
designed, s imply  administered t e s t s  of w r i t i n g  a b i l i t y  and t h e  
improvement i n  t h a t  a b i l i t y  fos tered by our courses. For example, 
randomly se lec ted  p ieces of  s tudent  w r i t i n g  c o l l e c t e d  a t  t h e  
beginning and end of  our courses and evaluated by independent 
readers should g i ve  us some i n d i c a t i o n  o f  growth i n  our students '  
w r i t i n g  a b i l i t i e s .  We need other methods of s e l f  assessment. 
Th is  news le t te r  can serve as an ezce l l en t  forum f o r  d iscuss ing 
measures o f  w r i t i n g  improvement and course eva lua t ion .  The 
upcoming CCTE conference i n  Montreal can a l so  he lp  us share ideas 
on how t o  monitor our e f fec t iveness .  We must p rov ide  evidence 
f o r  our b e l i e f  t h a t  t he re  i s  l i f e  a f t e r  grammar. 

Anthony par& (McGi l l )  



UPDATE! THE LET'S-HAVE-AN-END-TO-UNWIELDY-TITLES CONTEST 
RESULTS. Despi te  the  f i n e  p r i z e s  o f f e red  t h e  winner, t h e  LET'S- 
HAVE-AN-END-TO-UNWIELDY-TITLES CONTEST brought i n  a  smal ler  
avalanche o f  submissions than I expected i t  would. As you w i l l  
momentari 1  y  see, however, t h e  qua1 i t y  of t h e  submi ss ions speaks 
ever so c l e a r l y  o f  t he  c r e a t i v i t y  and energy--but, s t i l l ,  t h e  
profound seriousness--of t h i s  news le t te r "  r e a d e r s h i n d s .  
Because t he re  a r e  a  number o f  t i t l e s  here  t h a t  I, had I t h e  
power, would happ i l y  have placed atop t h i s  news le t t e r ' s  masthead, 
i t  i s  w i t h  heart-wrenching (and no doubt e v e r l a s r i n g )  d isappo in t -  
ment t h a t  I must i n fo rm you o f  t h e  dec is ion  of  our i m p a r t i a l  
panel of judges: There  is no w i n n e r .  O r ,  r a t he r ,  t he re  is a  
winner, bu t  t h e  winner 's e n t r y  i s  no t  a s i n g l e  t i t l e  t h a t  could 
be p laced a t o p t h e  masthead; i t  i s ,  instead,  a  v e r i t a b l e  
anthology of  t i  t l e s .  Because renaming t h e  news le t te r  would 
r e q u i r e  p l ac i ng  e l e v e n  t i t l e s  on t h e  t i t l e  page ( a  mast so 
burdened would arch and bend t o  t h e  ground l i k e  a  b i r c h  a f t e r  a 
b l i z z a r d ) ,  t h e  judges have deemed t h a t ,  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of 
j u s t i c e ,  t h e  p r i z e  w i l l  be awarded, bu t  t h e  news le t te r ' s  t i t l e  

. . .  w i l l  no t  a t  t h i s  t ime  be changed. We appear t o  be s tuck w i t h  t h e  
.. ~ . W~H/TLP NEWSLETTER. Here, then, i s  t h e  almost o f f i c i a l  (it would 

be f u l l y  o f f i c i a l ,  bu t  I misplaced a t  l e a s t  one worthy o f f e r i n g )  
1  i s t  o f  submissions: 

Nancy Carlrnan (UBC) submit ted these: 

Language Processes 
W r i t i n g  and Reading . D i  rcourse  Processing 

Har ry  H i l l  (Concordia--Loyola) argued pass iona te l y  f o r  t h i s :  

Rick Honaghan (Dawson Co l lege) ,  more sober ly ,  suggested these: 

The Sociosemiopsychological Review 
WUK'DS 
WoRdTri P 
The Re i the r  Report 
Reading, Eh? ( " r e a l  Canadian") 
The Unwieldi  1  y  T i t l e d  Newslet ter  
Wri t a t i o n  
AWAKE ! 
PNLAC 
The Alexander Haig L e t t e r  
Communi -- 



An anonymous reader from r i g h t  here i n  R ive r  C i t y  l e t  t h i s  one 
drop: 

WoRdTaP ( " t u r n  i t  on and watch i t  f l o w " )  

Russ Hunt (Far-Flung Correspondent), l a s t 1  y, sent t h i s  one, 
expressing the  hope t h a t  no one e l s e  has used i t  (someone e l s e  
has, un fo r t una te l y )  : 

TEXT: A Canadian Journal  o f  W r i t i n g  and Reading Theory 
and P rac t i ce  

The r e s u l t  i s  a  paradox: we have a  winner bu t  we get  no change 
i n  t h e  news le t t e r ' s  t i t l e .  The winner? On the  bas i s  of quan t i t y  
and q u a l i t y  both--although no t  necessar i l y  f o r  decorousness and 
appropr ia te  g r a v i t y :  Rick Monaghan. Congratulat ionG, Rick.  
Rarely,  anymore, do we see such c rea t i ve ,  sustained, f e r t i l e  
f luency. And, as a  spec ia l ,  f i t t i n g  bonus, t h e  jctdges have 
f u r t h e r  deemed t h a t  no t  e i g h t  bu t  eleven coasters--one f o r  each 
t i t l e :  some o f  t h e m  p rev i ous l y  used--are t o  be awarded. With 
t h a t  judgment I am pleased t o  comply. 

(Those o f  you who wish t o  congra tu la te  Rick can w r i t e  him,C/O t h i s  
news le t te r .  Those o f  you who wish t o  p r o t e s t  t h e  dec is ion  o f  t h e  
judges can w r i t e  t h e  judges.) 

COHORT REPORT 

Andrea Lunsford (UBC) w i l l  be one of t h e  XAJOR C O N S U L T A N T S  a t  
t h i s  years's Wyoming Conference on Freshman and Sophomore Engl ish.  
(J. H i l l i s  M i l l e r  w i l l  be another.)  Th is  i s  the  f i r s t  t ime an 
educator from a  Canadian u n i v e r s i t y  has been i n v i t e d  t o  serve as 
a  major consu l tan t  a t  t h a t  conference. Past major consu l tan ts  
have inc luded such people as Wayne Booth, W i l l i am  Coles? Edward 
P. J. Corbett ,  L inda Flower, Maxine Hai rs ton,  and James Kinneavy 
--and t h a t  p u t s  Andrea i n  some mighty good company. 
C o n g r a t d a t i o n s ,  Andrea! 


